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DAMN

you know
who we ARE,

ivan?

DA! DA!
S-S-SILENCERS!

PROVENZANOS!
PROVENZANOS!

then
you know
who we

WORK for,
right?

two for two. very
NICE, ivan. but now we go
for BROKE. now we see

whether you leave here in an
AMBULANCE or a HEARSE.

where’s
your BOSS, ivan?
where’s VASILY?

we have
a MESSAGE

for him.

SLOW!!

SO

ALWAYS

SLOW!
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nice
work,
NIL.

vasly,
vasily, 

vasily...you
RUSSIANS

are all
ALIKE.

!

!

>HUH!<

>HUH!<

AAAAAAAH!

<come
on-->

<come
ON-->

<come...>
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BULLETS bounce
off ‘em. NOBODY
can push you

around.

just
because you 

survived brezhnev’s GULAGS
and k.g.b. CAR BATTERY TORTURE

you think you got a TITANIUM
STEEL PAIR.

reality’s a
BITCH, though,
you know what 

i’m saying?

please...
just don’t bring
HIM around...just
tell me you didn’t

bring HIM...

the biggest
INSULT is not your

BETRAYAL, 
vasily leonov...

...but that
you thought you
could get AWAY

with it.

you really think the
PROVENZANO FAMILY

would let you SPIT in our
FACE like this?

let you package
OTHER PEOPLE’S DRUGS...

in OUR territory? you thought we’d be
too WEAK...too OLD-FASH-
IONED to STRIKE BACK?

you were 
MISTAKEN, vasily leonov.
most SORELY mistaken.

and
now you

must be RE-
EDUCATED.
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C-C-CARDINAL, 
please understand, 
it is all SYNDICATE!

they
take my

DAUGHTER
hostage--they

show me 
EVIDENCE they

can bring
to FEDS!

they do
same thing to
crown heights
POSSE--sunset
park CARTEL--
mott street 
TRIADS--

YOU. return to BRIGHTON
BEACH. inform vasily’s masters
that as long as the SILENCERS

still live, the PROVENZANOS
still run the five boroughs--

--and any OTHER crew thinking of
defecting to this alleged 

SYNDICATE will have to be SILENCED.

i BELIEVE
you, vasily.

they
MAKE me turn
my operation

over to distrib-
uting BLACK

KISS!

--they 
try to 

take over
WHOLE
CITY!!

cardinal, 
i swear to
GOD, i am

telling the
TRUTH, you
HAVE to

BELIEVE ME--
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cardinal!!

DIE!!

NO--
WAIT!

I WASTED
MY LIFE 

DEALING DRUGS,
BEATING MY
WIFE--MY 

MISTRESSES!

WHEN I WAS
SEVEN I PUSHED MY 

LITTLE SISTER DOWN THE
STAIRS--IT BROKE HER

COLLAR BONE!

I>>SOB!<<
D-DON’T
DESERVE
TO >SOB!<

LI-HI-HI-VE!

THAT was 
characteristically
COLD-BLOODED

of you...

...and
overwhelming

some degenerate’s
FRONTAL CORTEX
with COGNITIVE

NOISE was really
the LEAST i could

do...i MEAN it.

...EUPHORIA.

you’re
WELCOME.

SOMEONE has to
watch the back
of your shiny,

bald head, fear-
less leader...
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nil, what
IS it--

oh
BOLLOCKS,
cardinal!
bloody
TIGHTS!

but--he’s five 
minutes EARLY! my 

calculations of his USUAL
nightly patrol would have

him over the FINANCIAL 
DISTRICT right now--

BLAST!!

you did 
your best,

BIG NUMBERS.
silencers!

MOVE!

what the HELL?! why’re we
RUNNING, kid? we just whacked a

COMMUNAL FARM’S worth of these
BORSCHT-BREATHS without breaking 

a SWEAT! i can TAKE him tonight, man,
i can FEEL it! i’m on a ROLL--

the
provenzanos

paid good money to
drag your sorry ass

out of the gutter, HAIR-
TRIGGER! get yourself

killed on your OWN
time! MOVE it! 

>grumble!<

WIMPS!
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on
the STREET they call

it OBSIDIAN, smackdown,
aztec sword, frosted

flakes, FLAKEY
FOONT...

...TONGUE
CANDY, 

melted sky, fish
food, SKY-HIGH 

SHAVINGS.

but
they say it
STARTED in

SOHO...

...where
the natives
christened
it BLACK

KISS.

b.k.
is poised to be

bigger than CRACK,
people, and we

PROVENZANOS have to
be IN on it from the

GROUND 
LEVEL!

our
SILENCERS are
trying to trace
the kiss to its

SOURCE--
hey!

JOHNNY
PRO! we’re
tryin’ to
EAT here,

hanh?

leave the
DECISIONS to the
GROWN-UPS and

we’ll get BACK to
you, o.k.?

once
we get our hands on the

FORMULA, i propose we invest
$18.5MM in R&D over a 

six-month--

--CARDINAL 
thinks it’s a bunch of 

hippie CHEMISTS 
masquerading as some
bogus “SYNDICATE.”

TriBeCa:
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you
know

what’s
wrong with
the MOB
today? no
VISION! 

no MEYER 
LANSKY running numbers
like a CORPORATION! no

BUGSY SIEGEL lookin’ at a
desert whorehouse and

seeing VEGAS!

what i wouldn’t
give to have been alive 
during YOUR heyday--
how can we get those

good times BACK?

hire
more

JEWS?

HUH!
those dumb

wops don’t even
like having

SUPERS around.
JEWS? to coin 

a PHRASE--

--“fughedaboutit!”

good
job by
your

SILENCERS
last night.
BONUSES
for every-

body.

say...
...you’re
looking

GOOD tonight,
man. that a
new SUIT?

versace,
off the
RACK.

nah,
that’s not

it--it’s gotta
be your
FACE.

jesus,
the doc does

good work. where
did captain WHAT’S-

HIS-FACE tag
you again?

that’s
right.

yeah...i
guess i haven’t
really had a

chance to TALK to
you, since you

got OUT.

li’l mikey
junior and killer
joe and the other
dons...they don’t
know how to SAY
it...hell, you seen

how they treat ME
because of my
AGE...well...

...look. the family KNOWS
you took the FALL for that

whole NIGHTWALKER fiasco. and
we won’t FORGET it, neither. the
guy’s a grade-a PSYCHO. never
shoulda been on the payroll 

in the FIRST PLACE.

up and
down the

organization,
everyone 

values your
LOYALTY. you’re

a good 
SOLDIER, 
cardinal.

a DAMN
good

soldier.

nasal and
ZYGOMATIC

bones.

li’l mikey 
junior arrange
for you to have

surgery in 
ATTICA?
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ATTICA STATE 
PENITENTIARY

t h e n :

let’s go. FATHER 
TOUISSANT wants you.

is
it TRUE,

what they say
about you,

fiore?

that
when you

were YOUNG you
were a student at
SEMINARY? that’s

where your... 
”SECOND NAME”

comes from? 

CARDINAL.
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how you come to MASS
every SUNDAY.  how you study

through the MAIL for your
COLLEGE DEGREE.

this is an AWFUL PLACE.
i know that as well as any-

one--perhaps MORESO.

but...i oftentimes 
wonder if the bars in HERE

don’t PROTECT some of you…

...from the bars you’ve built
for YOURSELVES out THERE.

you’ll be back on the street in
TWO WEEKS, yes?

but i was hoping, as a 
fellow SEMINARIAN, that YOU
might do me the professional 

courtesy...

DON’T simply exchange one
cage for ANOTHER when you

leave here, fiore.

you CAN change your life.

i give SOME version of this
speech to ALL the short-timers.

but that don’t change the
DEBT your mama and papa owe

the provenzanos for bringing you
over from NAPOLI, see? you got
to LEAVE seminary, fiore. you got

to take orazio’s PLACE in our
organization.

you don’t want nothing to
happen to your MAMA and PAPA,

do you?

we’re SORRY 
your brother

ORAZIO, he get
WHACKED by the

bonnanos.

CO RRESPONDENCE 

UNIVERSITY of 

NEW YORK
Proudly bestows

F i o r e  C a l v i n oWith a Bachelor ofFine Artsin:L a n d s c a p eD e s i g n

for
TEN YEARS
i’ve watched
you, yes?

...of actually LISTENING to it.


