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YOU KNOW
WHO WE ARE,

oA’ bA! TWO FOR TWO. VERY
S-S-S/LENCERS! N/CE, VAN, BUT NOW WE GO
FOR BROKE. NOW WE SEE
WHETHER YOU LEAVE HERE IN AN
AMBULANCE OR A HEARSE.

WHERE’S
YOUR BOSS, IVAN? .
/ A MESSAGE
WHERE’S VAS/LY? X . FOR HIM.
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VASLY,
VASILY,
VASILY...You
RUSS/IANS
ARE ALL
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Just
BECAUSE YOU
SURVIVED BREZHNEV'S GULAGS
AND K.G.B. CAR BATTERY TORTURE
YOU THINK YOU GOT A 7T/TAN/UM
STEEL PAIR.

BULLETS BOUNCE
OFF ‘EM. NOBODY
CAN PUSH You
AROUND.

Y realmys A &
S %W B&/7cH, THOUGH,
B voU KNow WHAT

Vi A T I'M SAYING?

PLEASE...
JUST DON’T BRING
H/M AROUND...JUST
TELL ME YOU DIDN’T
BRING A/M...

THE BIGGEST
INSULT |S NOT YOUR
BETRAYA

ETH L,
VASILY LEONOV...

...BUT THAT '
™ YOU THOUGHT YoUu iy
COULD GET AwAY L A% M/STAKEN, VASILY LEONOV,
WITH IT. MOST SORELY MISTAKEN.

YOU REALLY THINK THE
PROVENZANO FAMILY r'
WOULD LET YOU SP/T IN OUR 5 3 i ‘l"l

FACE LIKE THIS? i 1:’

o

4

[
=, _r‘f \ o 4
LET YOU PACKAGE
OTHER PEOPLE'S DRUGS... -
IN OUR TERRITORY? YOU THOUGHT WE’D BE
TOO WEAK...TOO OLD-FASH- §
JONED TO STRIKE BACK?
- AND
NOwW You
MUST BE RE-
EDUCATED.

Lo
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C-C-CARDINAL,

PLEASE UNDERSTAND,
IT IS ALL SYNDICATE/!

THEY
TAKE MY
DAUGHTER
HOSTAGE--THEY
SHOW ME
EVIDENCE THEY
CAN BRING
TO FEDS/

THEY
MAKE ME TURN
MY OPERATION

OVER TO DISTRIB-
UTING BLACK

SAME THING TO
CROWN HEIGHTS
POSSE--SUNSET
PARK CARTEL--
MOTT STREET
TRIADS--

YOou. RETURN TO BR/GHTON
BEACH. INFORM VASILY’S MASTERS
THAT AS LONG AS THE S/LENCERS

STILL LIVE, THE PROVENZANOS
STILL RUN THE FIVE BOROUGHS--

--THEY
TRY TO
TAKE OVER

| SWEAR TO
GoD, | AM
TELLING THE
TRUTH, You
HAVE TO
BELIEVE ME--

--AND ANY O7THER CREW THINKING OF
DEFECTING TO THIS ALLEGED
SYNDICATE WILL HAVE TO BE S/LENCED.
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!/ WASTED
MY LIFE
DEALING DRUGS,
BEATING MY
WIFE--MY

WHEN | WAS
SEVEN | PUSHED MY
LITTLE S/STER DOWN THE
STA/RS--IT BROKE HER
COLLAR BONE!

THAT WAS
CHARACTERISTICALLY
COLD-BLOODED
OF YOou...

YOU’RE
WELCOME.
SOMEONE HAS TO
WATCH THE BACK
OF YOUR SHINY,
BALD HEAD, FEAR-
LESS LEADER...

...AND
OVERWHELMING
SOME DEGENERATE’S
FRONTAL CORTEX
WITH COGN/TIVE
NO/SE WAS REALLY
THE LEAST | COULD
DO...| MEAN 1T.
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BUT--HE’S FIVE
MINUTES EARLY! MY
CAL'SULATIONS OF HIS usIﬁAé
NIGHTLY PATROL WOULD HAVI
BOLLOCKS, HIM OVER THE F/NANC/AL

CARDINAL/ D/STRICT RIGHT NOW--
BLOODY BLAST!!

TIGHTS?

You pIp
YOUR BEST,
8/G NUMBERS.
SILENCERS/

WHAT THE HELL?/ WHY’'RE WE
RUNNING, KID? WE JUST WHACKED A
COMMUNAL FARM’'S WORTH OF THESE
BORSCHT-BREATHS WITHOUT BREAKING
A SWEAT!/ | CAN TAKE HIM TONIGHT, MAN,
| CAN FEEL IT/ I’'M ON A ROLL--

THE
PROVENZANOS
PAID GOOD MONEY TO
DRAG YOUR SORRY ASS
OuT OF THE GUTTER, HA/R-
TR/IGGER! GET YOURSELF
KILLED ON YOUR OWN
TIMEZ MOVE IT/
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ON
THE STREET THEY CALL
IT OBS/DIAN, SMACKDOWN,
AZTEC SWORD, FROSTED
FLAKES, FLAKEY
FOONT...

..TONGUE
CANDY,
MELTED SKY, FISH
FOOD, SKY-HIGH
SHAVINGS.

S/ILENCERS ARE

TRYING TO TRACE

THE KISS TO ITS
SOURCE--

--CARDINAL
THINKS IT’S A BUNCH OF
HIPPIE CHEM/STS
MASQUERADING AS SOME
BOGUS “SYND/CATE.”.

P WE GET OUR HANDS ON THE
FORMULA, | PROPOSE WE INVEST
$78.5MM IN RED OVER A
SIX-MONTH--

BUT
THEY SAY IT
STARTED IN

SOHO...

B.K,
IS POISED TO B
BIGGER THAN CRACK,
PEOPLE, AND WE
PROVENZANOS HAVE TO
BE /N ON IT FROM THE
GROUND )

LEVEL!

JOHNNY
PRO!/ WE'RE
TRYIN’ TO
EAT HERE,
HANH?

LEAVE THE
DEC/S/ONS TO THE ¥
GROWN-UPS AND
WE’LL GET BACK TO

YOu, O.K.?

...WHERE
THE NATIVES

1 CHRISTENED

IT BLACK
K/ss.

Page 9 — THE SILENCERS #1 — ™ & © 2003 Fred Van Lente and Steve Ellis
To read the rest of the story, order the SILENCERS: BITTER FRUIT collected edition
from your local retailer: visit www.moonstonebooks.com/outpost.asp to find the one nearest you!




NO MEYER
you LANSKY RUNNING NUMBERS
KNow LIKE A CORPORAT/ON/ NO
WHAT’S BUGSY S/EGEL LOOKIN’ AT A
WRONG WITH DESERT WHOREHOUSE AND
THE MOB SEEING VEGAS/
TODAY? NO
VISION/!

WHAT | WOULDN'T
GIVE TO HAVE BEEN ALIVE
DURING YOUR HEYDAY--
HOW CAN WE GET THOSE

GOOD TIMES 84CK?

HUH!
THOSE DUMB
WOPS DON’T EVEN
LIKE HAVING
SUPERS AROUND. LAST NIGHT.
JEWS? TO COIN BONUSES
A PHRASE-- FOR EVERY-

AN

...YOU’'RE --"FUGHEDABOUTIT/”
LOOKING
GOOD TONIGHT,
MAN. THAT A
NEW SUW/T?

; HANIAH,
R THAT’S NOT
VERSACE, | i IT--IT’S GOTTA
OFF THE BE YOUR
FACE.

JESUS,
THE DOC DOES
e GOOD WORK. WHERE e
DID CAPTAIN WHAT'S-
HIS-FACE TAG

NASAL AND
ZYGOMATIC

LI’L MIKEY -
JUNIOR ARRANGE
FOR YOU TO HAVE

SURGERY IN

ATTICA?

YEAH...| ..LOOK. THE FAMILY KNOWS
GUESS | HAVEN'T YOU TOOK THE FALL FOR THAT
B REALLY HAD A WHOLE N/GHTWALKER FIASCO. AND
CHANCE TO 7ALK TO WE WON'T FORGET IT, NEITHER. THE
You, SINCE You GUY’S A GRADE-A PSYCHO. NEVER
SHOULDA BEEN ON THE PAYROLL
IN THE F/IRST PLACE.

LI’L MIKEY
=7 JUNIOR AND KILLER
JOE AND THE OTHER ORDGOAV:FZZHEN
) DONS...THEY DON'T EVERYONE
KNOW HOW TO sS4y VALUES YOUR
IT...HELL, YOU SEEN LOYALTY. YOU'RE B
| HOW THEY TREAT ME A GOOD
BECAUSE OF MY SOLDIER,
AGE..WELL.. A CARDINAL.
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2 gy
; {'{.I ,I'r I ’ ' WHAT ?%gyE SAY
(] Ay

ABOUT YOU,
FIORE?

;A

THAT
WHEN You

WERE YOUNG YOU
WERE A STUDENT AT
SEMINARY ? THAT’S

WHERE YOUR...
"SECOND NAME"

COMES FROM?
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WE’'RE SORR.
YOUR BROTHER
ORAZ/O, HE GET
WHACKED BY THE
BONNANOS.

)" THIS |5 AN AWFUL PLACE.
| KNOW THAT AS WELL AS ANY-
ONE--PERHAPS MORESO.

BUT...| OFTENTIMES

WONDER |F THE BARS IN HERE
DON’T PROTECT SOME OF YOU...

YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE.

BUT THAT DON’T CHANGE THE
DEBT YOUR MAMA AND PAPA OWE
THE PROVENZANOS FOR BRINGING You
OVER FROM NAPOL/, SEE? YOU GOT
TO LEAVE SEMINARY, FIORE. YOU GOT
TO TAKE ORAZIO’S PLACE IN OUR
ORGANIZATION,

HAPPEN TO YOUR MAMA AND PAFPA,

YOU DON’T WANT NOTHING TO
Do you?

| GIVE SOME VERSION OF THIS
SPEECH TO ALL THE SHORT-TIMERS. }

BUT | WAS HOPING, AS A
FELLOW SEM/NARIAN, THAT You
MIGHT DO ME THE PROFESSIONAL

COURTESY...

FOR
TEN YEARS
I’'VE WATCHED

You, YES?

HOW YOU COME TO MASS
EVERY SUNDAY. HOW You STUDY
THROUGH THE MA/L FOR YOUR
COLLEGE DEGREE. ‘

l/” YOU’LL BE BACK ON THE STREET IN Y
WO WEEKS, YES? .

g
r
¥

...OF ACTUALLY L/STEN/NG TO IT.

B
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